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and kings of these lands; how the people worship their kings believ-
ing that they have descended from heaven; and of some of the
ceremonies and customs of the kingdom of Benin on the death of
the king.
To understand the negro traffic, one must know that over all
the African coast facing west there are various countries and
provinces, such as Guinea, the coast of Melegete, the kingdom
-of Benin, the kingdom of Manicogo, six degrees from the
equator and towards the south pole. There are many tribes and
negro kings here, and also communities which are partly mo-
hammedan and partly heathen. These are constantly making
war among themselves. The kings are worshipped by their sub-
jects, who believe that they come from heaven, and speak of
them always with great reverence, at a distance and on bended
knees. Great ceremony surrounds them, and many of these
kings never allow themselves to be seen eating, so as not to
destroy the belief of their subjects that they can live without
food. They worship the sun, and believe that spirits are im-
mortal, and that after death they go to the sun. Among others,
there is in the kingdom of Benin an ancient custom, observed
to the present day, that when the king dies, the people all
assemble in a large field, in the centre of which is a very deep
How the well, wider at the bottom than at the mouth. They cast the body
**** of the dead king into this well, and all his friends and servants
critkis gather round, and those who are judged to have been most dear
dearest to and favoured by the king (this includes not a few, as all are
friends anxious for the honour) voluntarily go down to keep him com-
pany. When they have done so, the people place a great stone
over the mouth of the well, and remain by it day and night. On
the second day, a few deputies remove the stone, and ask those
below what they know, and if any of them have already gone to
serve the king; and the reply is, No. On the third day, the same
question is asked; and some-one then replies that so-and-so,
mentioning a name, has been the first to go, and so-and-so
the second. It is considered highly praiseworthy to be the first,
and he is spoken of with the greatest admiration by all the
people, and considered happy and blessed. After four or five